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Suppose that the European had only had these
moral, sentimental, and strategic ideas with regard
to territory and people outside Europe, Then it is
certain that the whole history of the last half century
would have been completely different; there would
have been no world movement of expansion and
no wholesale subjection of two continents* A
fringe of the northern coast of Africa would
probably have been divided between France and
Italy ; the British Empire might have retained Cape
Colony, and have completed the conquest of
India ; adventurous and sentimental soldiers and
sailors would probably have seen to it that the
States which they served seized from time to time
a few small and ill-defined possessions on African
coasts or on the mouths of Asiatic rivers ; mission-
aries would have borne the main weight of the
white man's burden by carrying the gospel of
Christ and European civilisation to black, brown,
and yellow heathens and by finding saintly and
heroic tombs in far-off lands, or even, occasionally,
in their inhabitants. But most Africans and
Asiatics would now be living in possession and Ml
control of their own countries, unconquered by and
not subjected to Europeans, enjoying under their
native institutions and economic and governmental